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Learning Objectives

• Why Use Architectural Letters / Logos

• Design / Legibility Concerns

• Contrast / Finishes & Font

• Logo Usage

• Types of Architectural Letters

• Installation

• Value Engineering / Allowance / Estimating



Why Use Architectural 
Letters/Logos

To Inform



Why Use Architectural 
Letters/Logos

To Direct



Why Use Architectural
Letters / Logos

To Brand



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

•Letter Size / Visibility / Legibility
•Font / Letter Spacing
•Color / Contrast
•Shadow
•Mounting Surface / Texture
•Environmental / Landscaping Issues



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

• Letter Size / Visibility

The ultimate goal is to make

the sign or lettering LEGIBLE!

Use all your design

tools to accomplish

VISIBILITY.

 



UPPER vs. Mixed Case

We see shape first

DDD
DDD

DDD
DDD



Getting the Correct Size

http://www.csbsigns.com/

http://www.csbsigns.com/


ClientLogic

• Font / Letter Spacing
 

Design / Legibility 
Concerns



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

• Font / Letter Spacing
 



• Font / Letter Spacing
 

Design / Legibility 
Concerns

S I E R R A    V I S T A    S W I M M I N G    &    T E N N I S

S I E R R A    V I S T A    S W I M M I N G    &    T E N N I S



Color / Contrast
Use Color and Contrast to increase visibility / legibility.

Design / Legibility 
Concerns



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Color / Contrast



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Color / Contrast



Color / Contrast

Design / Legibility 
Concerns



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Color / Contrast



Shadow

Design / Legibility 
Concerns



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Hello
Hello
Hello

Hello
Hello
Hello



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Stroke"

Return



Mounting Surface / Texture
Match the sign surface with the letter font and finish.

Design / Legibility 
Concerns



Design / Legibility 
Concerns

Use Shadow to Negate Texture



Little Trees Become Big Trees

Environmental / 
Landscaping Issues



Logo Usage

• Logo integrity must be maintained

versus



Logo Usage

• Logo integrity must 
be maintained for all 
logos



Types of 
Architectural Letters

•Minnesota Letters

•Formed Plastic

•Laser Cut Acrylic

•Cast Metal

•Flat Cut Metal
   Router Cut
    Waterjet Cut

•Reverse Channel

•Channel Letters

•Laminated Letters



When these things  
matter…these are 
your choices.

 

Types of Letters



Minnesota Letters

• Sharp crisp edges

• Fast production

• 2” up to 18” tall letters

• Up to 1 ½” depth

• Indoors & outdoors

 



Formed Plastic

• Up to 60” height, 2” depth

• Flat, round or sculptured faces
depending on font

• Custom paint matching

• Custom Letters and Logos



Laser Cut Acrylic

• Precision cut

• Up to 1” thick

• Letter is solid color

• For use with multiple layers and colors

• Very intricate cutting possible



Cast Metal

• Durable & Long Lasting
• Aluminum or Bronze
         with additional finishes.
• Customs Letters
         & Logos Available.
• Gives a sense of
         prestige & permanence.



Cast Letters

*section view

Bronze, Bronze or aluminum is melted and cast 
into a mold

Produces thick heavy lettering with a slight 
bevel to on the return  

Limited font options, but can have molds made 
for custom fonts and logos (this is expensive)

Font size/style are linked to depth of letter 

Wide variety of finishes



Flat Cut Out Metal

• Extremely durable – indoors or outdoors

• Very intricate logos & letters

• From ½” to 60” height

• Large variety of finishes



Flat Cut

*section view

Letter shapes are cut from large sheets of metal 
or acrylic

Produces thin to medium depth lettering with no 
surface incident 

Font size/style are independent of depth of 
letter

Wide variety of finishes

Dimensional effect can be achieved by using a 
stand-off mount 

Thinnest possible letter fabrication 



• Great for Depth

• Light Weight

• Custom Fonts

• Lit applications

Reverse Channel



Reverse Channel

*section view

Face of letters are cut out and return is formed 
and welded onto face

Produces thick but light weight lettering.  Depth 
can be varied to specification.  Two piece 
face/return construction is visible at very close 
distances

Unlimited font options

Font size/style are independent of depth of 
letter

Wide variety of finishes



Channel Letters

• Lit applications

• Great for Depth

• Can and Face



Finishes

• Make sure the finish matches the application.

• Some finishes available only on select materials.

• Gloss or Matte?

Pg. 83-84



Finishes

• Pantone & Paint Color Matching.



Installation

• What are the letters being mounted on?

• Spanning Joints

• Standoff or Flush? 



Installation

• Importance of Mounting Templates



Stud Mounting



When these things  
matter…these are 
your choices.

 

Types of Letters



Value Engineering

• Can the same (or better) look be accomplished with a less 
expensive letter? 

Natural Satin Finish vs. Clear Anodized Finish

$39 $5644% Price Difference
10” Cast Aluminum Helvetica Letter



Value Engineering

8” Pigmented Acrylic  versus  8” Painted Cast

$22.40 $2929% Price Difference

½” return with ¼” spacer 3/4” return

Pg.54 / 68 / 115



Value Engineering

$27.51 $295% Price Difference

½” return with ¼” spacer

Pg.54 / 68 / 115
8” Painted Acrylic  versus  8” Painted Cast



Plaques

You will often specify a plaque in a public building.



Cast Plaques

• Cast Bronze or 
Aluminum

• Raised Text

• “Typical” Plaque

• No small text or graphics 
(Under ½”)



Engraved  Plaques

• Bronze or Aluminum

• Recessed text

• Larger text or graphics



Etched Plaques

• Stainles Steel, 
Bronze, Brass or 
Copper

• Recessed or Raised 
Text (low depth)

• Good for small text 
or detailed graphics 
& photos



Estimating / 
Allowance

Allowance Formula For Architectural Letters



Estimating / 
Allowance

Pg. 96-97



Estimating / 
Allowance



Estimating / 
Allowance

Pg. 98-99- etched pg.102



Estimating / 
Allowance



Questions?

Thank you for your time!

Please feel free to ask any questions you may have 
at this time.

If you are interested in a viewing this presentation       
again, please visit our website.

www.CSBsigns.com                        
505.888.2901                                             

http://www.csbsigns.com/
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